Tips to Help You Develop
a Top Notch
Early War Confederate Impression
Without Breaking the Bank
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Our primary impression as members of thél4xas is that of a “generic mid-war”
Confederate soldier. Well, we're about to begayele of early war scenarios as part of the
commemoration of the 18Gnniversary of the Civil War. It'll be here bedowe know it, so
it’s not too soon to begin thinking about waysrgprove and alter your existing kit to more
closely resemble the look of a soldier during theady months and years of the war.

The following suggestions are intended to help guitbse of you who would like to
develop an impression that is more specific tdithe frame 1860 to early 1863. These raoé
requirements. If you have not completed your pnmiapression, please focus on that first.

Obviously, anyone who wants to drop tons of cashdsvelop whatever impression they
want. But, like most of you, I'd rather do it dmetcheap if | can. Most of the suggestions
below are offered with frugality in mind.

Clothing:
Trousers Your jean trousers are fine. Civilian trousersnd

/\\”&\ work too.

i Shirts Ditto. Consider using a second shirt as an ¢wers
f i % instead of a jacket (more on that below).

l. - 4 Socks/Drawers I'm not going to tell you what to do with your
By socks and undies. You're on your own.

N AN

Shoes Civilian boots or shoes would be more accuradm th

Federal brogans, but | can’t think of too many $olikho will really pay
much attention to that. If you are due for neweshas it is, check out the workman’s boots by
Robert Land or other quality civilian shoes offelsdMissouri Boot and Shoe and Robert
Land. (They're perfect for a Reb at any stagdewar, really; not just early.) However, for
early war scenarios, avoid the British Import shaegu can.

Jackets  Your RDII was developed and
circulated by mid- to end of '63. Technically, not
appropriate for early war scenarios. If that Isyal
have, though, try this — apply ¥z inch cotton or isamn
tape around collar, cuffs and epaulettes to craateDI
(see picture above). Tedious work, yes, but eds\d
cheap. A few yards of black cotton tape will belemn5
bucks; worsted wool tape (less likely to announce
sewing mistakes) will be closer to $25. By any dtad,
that's dirt cheap for a “new” coat.




If your wardrobe includes a frock coat or a
commutation jacket, they would be preferable t&&n! for
an early event. The picture above show3dxas enlisted
men all wearing frock coats.

For something different, consider a wool overshirt
like the pards in the picture at left. These weeemmmon
civilian garment worn as a smock for dirty labdirimmed
up with tape and brass buttons they were frequently
converted to martial use as a “battle shirt” (sietupe
below, right). Unless you can sew, these selb&iween
$130 to $180 new. The cheaper ones are plain € fikar

the civilian style. Wear it as is, or add your otape
decorations. If you have been considering a amili
impression, go for an undecorated one, as it caue skuble
purpose.

Another way to get this “battle shirt” look is samply
wear two normal shirts. This was suggested on the
McDowell 1862 CS guidelines. Accentuate the dagkt
look by rolling up the sleeves of the outer shirbg keeping
the collar open.

Headgear: Slouch and civilian hats are already the
norm in our group, and they are perfect. If yoa going for
a “militia” look — trimmed frock, white cross beltstc — a
kepi or Hardee style (a la Val Giles) is also adyo@y to go.

Other A telltale sign of an early war soldier portrigithis gaudy, huge bowtie.
This improvement is cheap, easy, and oh so fashiengYes, | can help you tie it...) And
don’t forget the bad hair. This isn’t just an gasar thing, but it adds to the overall impression.
Hair combed forward was the fashion, and “hat ha% proudly worn!

Accoutrements

The guiding principle here is: use less Federat,gaal more Confederate and civilian
gear. Anything we have that might be consideregbtiared”
goods, such as haversacks, canteens, belts, Bgesimply
would not have been captured yet, at least notimbers
significant enough to warrant widespread use.

Haversack Shoot for a homemade haversack out of
mattress ticking, cotton drill or carpetbag materidyou
successfully sewed black trim on your RDII, therkmg a
haversack for yourself won't be too hard. Manyestsell a
confederate style “Bayley” haversack made of pdimtnvas with a white strap.




Canteen Along the same lines, if you are in the marketfmew canteen, go for a tin
drum style, instead of a Federal style. Of the mom Federal styles, the smoothside was
developed in time for the beginning of the war.ullB-eye” pattern canteens were not
introduced til midway through the war. Bill Rodmalso advises that the popular wooden
Gardner Pattern canteens were not seen until '@ieagarliest.

Leathers Your leather gear gets tricky because most of
us just have one set, and buying new leathers eandostly
enterprise. Also, most of us probably have a W startridge
box. If you are in the market for a new box, mguoglity makers
carry a host of Confederate styles that span thatida of the
war. Though | love mkewlbrown leathers, the conservative
route is to go with basic black. A good low budttk for
turning a US box into a CS box is to remove theplife entirely
(rather than just turning it upside down), or tplaee it with an
accurate CS box plate.

Belts Replace an upturned US (“Southern Nation”)
belt buckle with a quality CS plate, or grab al@wn or Georgia
” (!)*"# $ %"fggb frame belt, if you do not already have one. A cammilitia
& # %% |, - belt style was a white buff leather belt (usualiyfma plain or

decorated oval or rectangular brass belt plateprapanied by a
white buff leather or white webbing cartridge bavap. If you are going for that militia look
(like the soldier pictured above from the McDowH62 website), white buff looks real sharp.
Because of a complex manufacturing process, thtewhiff leather tends to be a bit pricier
than regular leather, but it is still available.

Knapsacks Again, if possible, avoid Federal stuff. Maybmaitia hardpack, a Mexican
War or “Kibler” pack, or cheapest yet, a blankdtL ré\ second haversack for your personal
items is also not a bad way to go, either.

General Note: If possible, attempt to avoid olgeatyour kit which are of late war vintage,
and not easily altered or concealed, such as dgetthoxes with the US or CS logo directly
stamped into the leather, RD Il jackets, Britistport goods, etc.

Further reading is available at the McDowell 18&bsite, the upcoming “Return to
Manassas” event website, and at the ChesapeakatéeluGuard’s website page for the 2010
Camp of Instruction at Harpers Ferry. See alsdOiwefederate volume of Time-Life’s Echoes
of Glory (referred to above as EOG-CS), and Pritchard’$eChg the Confederacy

This article is a start. Please see me if you watdlk further about this. If | can’t help,
I'll direct you to someone who can. I'd apprecigteir feedback on this article. Your ideas are
welcome, and future articles may be offered to lo&pfy or expand on any particular topic
brought up here.



